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BROBRoMMANALLY I send you for publication the folfol-

lowing
fOI1fol-folfol-

lowinglowing letter with this simple explanationnation It was
written on special request forfo the benefit of a young

I

friend Having however during the last twelve years I

sustained an intimate and interesting relation to many i
Christian youngyou gmmenPt I havey had particular occasion
to noticee and appreciateap r i te their embarrassments on the
subject of whichIt treats In the humble hope therethere-there-
fore

there-
fore

there-
forefore of doing someBorne good I have transcribedtrafis it and
shallahall placep ce it at your disposal

CARR W.W PRITCHETT
Cambridge MassMall Oct 185818 8

Letter on Apostasy
DEARD AR YOUNG FRIEND I learn that you havehaye

much anxiety in regard to your spiritual statestat
and that this anxiety is induced andard fostered bjb
your interpretation of several passages in theth
EpistleEpistle- too the Hebrews While I would notuc

abate in youyon due sensibility in regard to youryou
9ec1 inExperimentalp mental Religion I wouldwoul

gladly avert despondency and consequentt anguishan
To this end at the solicitation of ouroar commoncommo
and intimate friend GG- I attempt a

general explication of these passages and olof

their connection with the postlesApostles argument

I.I One special design of thist is Epistle was tctot

guard the Hebrew or Jewish ChristiansC againstagain
apostasyfY

I wishwis to make this fact prominent hencebence inin-

the

in-

the

i

the outset I give it a formal statement TheTh I

l
design oof the Apostle was more than to guardguar
his fellow Christians of the stock of Abraham i

against a relapse into some of the abrogatedabrogate
ceremonies of the Mosaic Ritual and an essential

connection of them in faith and practice withwit
the gospel A careful examination of the Epis-

tle

EpisEpis-Epis-

tletletie itself will give ample verification to this statestat
ment Take heed brethren says the Apostle

lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unutun-

belief

un-

beliefbelief to the apostatizing ivv TWriTW arroano

from the living God Heb iiiHi 121 Therefore

leaving the principles off the doctrine of ChristChrisi
for it iis

f let us go on to perfection
been enlight-

ened

enlight-

ened
impossible for those once having

ened and having tasted of the heavenly gift andan

having been made partakers of the Holy Spirit

and having fallen away to rere-re-

new

re-

new

r

new to make a fresh effortacortaa

tive voice unto repentancetheyrepentancethey having crucicruci-cruci-

fied

cruci-

fied

cruc

fiedfled afresh by themselves lp Dat
or agency the Son of God and set him forth atasat-

an

as-

an

aa-

anan example of ignominy jHeb vi 1 LetLeiLei-

us

Let-
us

Le-

usus hold fast the profession of our hope without

wavering for if we sin wilfully after

we have received the acknowledgment

of the truth there on account ocof

sins no longer vicVI eyt a sacrifice but a ceicer-

tain

cer-

taintainthin fearful expectation of judgment and of fieryfier

indignation which shall devour the adversaries

AA. certain one having despised Moses'Moses law died

without mercy through two or three witnesses
I

by how much think ye shall he be thoughtthough

worthy of severer punishment having trodden unun-un-

derfoot

un-

der

U-

nderfootder foot the Son of God and counted the blood ofoj

sanctified aii corncomcom-

mon

the Covenant by which he was

monmen v thing and having done despite tctot
the Spirit of grace Heb x 23 TheseThes
quotations make good the proposition which hasha
been stated

II Utter apostasy in the sense of the public

denial and execration of Jesus Christ was of frefre-fre-

quent

fre-

quentquent occurrence in the Apostolic age

To make no mention of tradition and the tes-

timony

testes-tes-

timony

tes-

timony of the early historians of the Church thisthi
statement is susceptible of direct proof from theth

Scriptures Read the masterly defence of PaulPau
before Agrippa His treatmentnt of the followers

of Jesus previously to his conversion is minutely

detailed Acts 9 The effect of his perper-per-

secution

per-

secution

per-

secution is specifically stated in verse eleven By
punishing them often in every synagogue I comcorncom-

pelled

com-

pelled That blasphemy waswawas-

a

waswas-

a

wa-

a
yelled them to blasphememe

a public abjuration of Jesus Christ and propro-pro-

nounced

pro-

nounced

pro-

nounced him an impostor It could not be theth

blasphemy of the Divine name according to ththe

JewishJ conception for the persecuting Saul waswawas-

a

wa-

aa conscientious Jew and could not be accessory

to a sin which he knew to be so damning ButBat

we are not left to uncertain inference as to thetb

nature of this blasphemy James writing totc

these same Jewish Christians says ii 6 7

Do not rich men oppress you and drag you be-

fore

bebe-be-

fore

be-

forefore the judgment seats Do they not blaspheme

by which ye are calledthatt worthy name

What name is that Tie the name ChristChrist-
the peculiar designation of Jesus as the Savior

of the world The unbelieving Jews blasphemed

that name with a rancorous hatred and dragged

the humble followers of Jesus before these tribu-tribu

naIB to intimidate them to do the same Jude
tI

verse four speaks of thoseth denying oi

Christrenouncing with aa. curse our Lord Jesus
obtained likePeter writing to Jews having

precious faith speaks of those who soon would

arise among them denying the Lord that bought

them Here again is the same word employed

last in connection with
by Jude This passage

and damna-

ble

damna-

ble
the other citations fixes the specific

ble character of the act beyond cavil Christ

bought or redeemed man by his own precious

blood This is the blood of the New Cove-

nant

CoveCove-Cove-

nant

Cove-

nant This foul apostasy then
nant shed for many

sacrificial characcharac-
repudiates Christ in his greatterdisowns him as thethe Lamb of God and

thethe High Priest of our profession It pro-

nounces

propro-pro-

nounces

pro-

nounces impostorhishis death the visitavisita-visita-

tion

visita-

tion

visita-

tion

him an impostor
a malefactormalefactorandandjustice ontion of common

pours contempt on his name and mediation

How exactly does this correspond to the strong

Crucifying afresh the
of the Apostle-Apostlelanguage and reckreck-reck-

oning

reck-

oning

reck-

oning

him under footSonSOD of God trampling
thing With what

his blood a common

it beho said eternally of suchsuch-

a
propriety thenihen may

for it to renew unto
a spirit ItIt is impossible

repentance and that for it there is no longerlonger-

a 1a sin offering
peculiarly liable to

HIIlL JewishemiA ChristiansChristins were

thisIkil statetate of hopeless apostasy
make manifest this

Two considerations will

propositionpro

j

1 The seateddeep-seated malignity ofoj the body of iiththe
Jewish nation to Christ and hisns religion ThisThi
was evinced in many instances during his public
ministry It led to the scenes of GethsemaneGethseman
and Calvary it guarded the portal of his tombtorn

II-

aanda d vvainly triedtr d to fetter the gospel in its eear
II

mission to dying man commanding the Apostles
no morem re to preach in the blessed name of JesusJesu

2 The high estimate which the JewsJe vs set on the

dignity and privileges accruing to them as the dede-de-

scendants
d

of Abraham We have Abraham forfc

our father was their early and is their laterlate
boast Their minds prepossessed in favor ofof-

a
o

a system of religion confessedlyconf Divine ancanandand-

tprofessedt and practised by an ancestry ssc80

illustrious would naturally make them either
the bitter enemies of Christianity or else wouldwoul
qualify them to receive it under continualcontinua

I

limitations and prejudicess.s This national preju-

dicediceice combinedcombine withwith the activea malevolent fefeelf l1toingio which I havehao advertedad wouldIconstconsti-

tutetute a powerful external influence against JewsJew
professing Christianity Their unbelieving councourcoun-

trymen heldheld themth m to bbe vile apostatesapost tes from theth
faith of their fathersfathers and persecuted them withwit
bitter zeal SaulS ul was a fair type of this influence

I thought within thyselfmyself said he that I oughtough
to do many things contrary to the name of JesusJesu
ofor NNazareth Beside this external influence

brought to bear againstagainst Jewish Christians
their own prejudices laid inhi themselves a broadbroa
foundation for apostasy The Acts and EpisEpis-Epis-

tlesties of the Apostles minutelymin tely detail the effectseffect
of this prejudice in numerous instances It isi

true that during the Apostolic age thousandsthousand
of Jews made professionprof of faith in Christ as theth
promised Messiah and were incorporated in theth
various Christian ChurchesCh r hhess.s But we invariably
find in them a strong tendencytend ncy to mar the simslitsim-

plicity

sim-

plicity of the Christian doctrine and to engraftengraf
upon the system aa large part of that which hadhachad-
U

ha-

S

ha'-

SUS waxed oldold by the death of Christ and U waswe
ready to vanish away In some instances theth
ApostlesApostles' made concessions to their prejudicesprejudice
when it was not inconsistent with their integrity

as of Christ See the case oc f
Timothy's circumcision Acts xvi 3 and of PaulsPaul's
vow Acts 20 A large part however
of the Epistles of St.St PaulPanl and of his public minmitmin-

istrations

min-

istrations was takentak n up in opposing the assump-

tions
assump-

tions of Jewish teachers and the dangerous tenterten-

dencies

ten-

dencies of their innovations These unfortunate
tendenciesies were highly injurious to their spiritual
interests Manyl relapsed into legal formality
and consequent spiritual declension seeking justijastijusti-

ficationcation by the law while they still believed icinii

Jesus as the Messiah and maintained a position

in the Church The Apostle says of all such
q YeYv are falLn from grace Gal v.v 4 ThoughThong
in this fallen state they were not irreclaimable
yet without a gracious reaction leading themthen
back to the cross in virtue of the progressive
law of mind andarid the strong pressure of the exterexter-exter-

nal
exter-

nal
exte-

rnalnal and internal influencence referred to their exex-ex-

posure

ex-

popo ure tot hopeless apostasy was pre I
insist on this fact because it satisfactorily acac-ac-

counts

ac-

counts

ac-

countscounts for the strong expressions on thishist subject

found in the Epistle to the Hebrews but in nonn-

otherother part of the Scriptures

IVv. TileThe Holy Scriptures makemale an expresscypress disdis-dis-

tinction

dis-

tinction between the state of the backslidden soul andam

that of the apostate
IhaveI.I no doubt you willw n feel a deeper interest

in the proof of this proposition than in that oof

those which precede it It states the great quesques-

tion

ques-

tiontion involving the reviving hope of an immortal

spirit I have therefore placed it last thatthai
those which go before may the better prepare

you to appreciate its proofs

I establish this proposition

1stlet By the uniformly different termsterms' employed

by the Scriptures on these twotuo spiritual statesstales

TheTho expressions on this awful subject are initin-

the

in-

thethe New Testament uniformly resolvable into

two pairs or sets One pair shows the difference

in the statesstales themselves viz the state of comcorncom-

mon

com-

mon

corn-

monmon backsliding and that of apostasy while thethcthe-

other

the-

otherother pair shows the different process of theth
spirit in reaching those respective states ToTc

denote the common state the NewNess

Testament employs the verb w and rw
orDr an equivalent periphrasis This usage is socc

uniform as to constitute a canon of interpretation
Take the following quotations YeY are fallen

fromrom grace ig n ay from tv to fallfail
andmd ucitic out of Christians are warnedwa n dbyby the

Apostle Peter in the same form of expression

Lest ye fall from your steadfastnesss1 nsirr Jye

23 Peter iii 17It Let him thatt s fake heed

lestest he falln Sri17 1 CorOcr x 12 Severity on

thosehose having fallen neired p RomRon xi 22
Lest any man fall y Heb iv 11 lieReRem-

embermember whence thouiou art fallen Ctcapto
Rev ii 5 In every instance here given the

wordvord is or b n and the

statetate is the common or reclaimable one The folfol-

lowing

lol-lol
lowingowing are some of the periphrases to denote the

samearne lapsed spiritual state Overtaken or

takenaken by surprise in faulta or fall Gal vi 1
TurningTaming againa ain to the weak and beggarly elements

ofI the world Gal iv 9 Entangled and overover-over-

comecomPocome by the of the world 2 Peter ii 20
Entering into temptation JamesJumesi.i 14 15 MuttMatt

41 Dullness oroi spiritual indifference

Thishis stage of spiritual decline was the actual concon-con-

dition

con-

dition of the Hebrews to whom the Apostle

writes YYe are dull of hearingheating Heb v.v iiitit-

YeYere have become spiritually indifferent to thethe-

reatgreatreat truths received by hearing or

inactivity is the definite idea marked by the

wordord vw p t which is here used This is very

evident from chap vi 12 where the same word

occurs again and is opposed to the zeal or dilidili-dili-

gence

dili-

gencegence which every spirit should employ

ina workingout its salvation Show the same

diligence to the end not sluggish butbuibu imitators

off those who by faith and patience inherit the
i promises The very fact that they werew re already

backslidden is made by the Apostle the basis ofof-

ishisis exhortation to beware of apostasy To see

andaudud feel the force of this statement you should

read from ch v.v 10 to ch vi 13 without regardregard-regard-

ing
regard-

inging the chapter divisions The relative parts olofii-

the
I

the argument then distinctly appear This aarar-ar-

gument

ar-

gument is then in nicest consonance with the

genius of experimental religion and thetho nature
of the soul Religion is a quickening of the soulsoul-

a
soisoi-

aaa Divine life imparted to him believing ini

Jesus This life is maintained by continual com-

munion

comconcom-

munionmunion with Christ through faith When theth

soul no longer abides in him its relish fcfor

spiritual things is lost and spiritual perper-per-

vades
per-

vadesvades the whole beingbein This state of indifference

is one of imminent danger for the soul urged onon-

by

on-

by

oo-

byby the powerful impulses ofof corrupt nature
seconded by the Wicked One is in fearful prpropro-pro-

gress
pro-

gressgress to final and aggravated apostasy
Having shown a uniformity of expression ini

describing the state of the backslidden soul I
will nownow show a likeli uniformity in describing theth
state of the apostate Toro denote this hopeless

statest te the words d cryiioo and its derivative

acia are employed In one instance
HebReb vi 6 the intensive compound napairapanapa-

nn isia employed That these expressions last

enumerated are much more intensive tot denotedenot
spiritual decline than the former is evident from

the English version itself For while the transtrantrans-

lators
transtrans-I

render the formerform r set simply by to fall 01orC

aa. fall they render the latter when speaking Coiof

spiritual decline by toH to fall away and a fallfalfall-
ing

fall-
ing

fal-
inging awayauay See Luke viii 13 Heb vi 6 2

ThessThese iiii 3 When they do not employ the exex-ex-

pression

ex-

pression fallH awayway they useusedepart which

denotes the wilful character of the action stillstilstill-

moremore strongly See Heb iiiHi 12 1 Tim iv 11II-
NowNow if words have any meaning at all to fallfa
away from God and willfully toto depart fromfret
God denote a more serious and alarming deelerdeclen-

sion

declen-

sionsiondon than the simple fall Our translators ncnon

doubt meant this difference to express something

but granting they did not the distinction in ththetA

original words themselves and the exceedinglyexceeding
intensive force of the propositions GOTOITo and Trapa

used in these compounds show a wide difference

in these states of spiritual decay Before I leaveleav
thirthi part of the subject I will also state thatthai
the sin against the Holy Ghost mentioned bjbyby-

the

b

the Evangelists and which is stated to have ncnon

forgiveness does notnot differ in nature from the sinsicci

of the apostate TheTho only difference is in theth
antecedent relation of theth person committing itii

The Jews who committed the sin against theth
Holy Ghost attributed the miracles of Christ tot
Satanic agency Mark iiiHi 29 30 They had notno

previously received him as the Messiah andam

professed allegiance to him But the apostate
comes from the midst of the Church and from

under the seal of her baptism Helie commits

however the same sin This is evident from

Heblob x 29 Hath contemned or derided theth
Spirit of grace

But not only have the Scriptures a pair of ex-exe

pi showinglowing the difference in the statesstate
themselves but they have another pair showing

the different spiritual process of reaching thosethos
states In losing the Divine favor and becombecom-becom-

ing

becom-

inginglug a backslider the spirit is represented asa
either gradually or suddenly overcomeo by tempta-

tions
tempta-

tions
tempta-

tions without and within it The soul then
resumes that state previous to conversion except

that the heart is harder and the conscience lesslesi

tender In such a state as previous to converconver-conver-

sion

conver-

sion

conver-

sionsion the will and conscience are still on the sidesid
of God and purity What I do I allow not
Through the force however of passion or desire
will and conscience are rendered quiescent
This is evident from such Scripture expressions
as these Entering into temptation TheTh
adversary gaining an advantage Drawn
away by desire and enticed Taken by surcursur-

prise

sur-

priseprise in a fault Beguiled by Satan These
expressions and many others of like character
goo to show that the backslidden state is reached
by negligence rather than through deliberate choice

thatthat the will is quiescent rather than active in-

the

inin-

the

in-

thethe transition But not so in the case of hopeless

apostasy HereHero the will is represented as
active IfIf we sin willfully after we have rere-re-

ceived

re-

ceived

re-re
the acknowledgment of the truth c

Crucifying by themselves in their own will and
intention the Son of God

2 1I show the truth of the proposition not only

by different terras but by the pei illustrations

off thetile Scriptures This is the uniform plan ofol
GodsGod'sod's word Every great truth of Divine revereve-reve-

lation
reve-

lationlation is shown in a living actor The lives and
actions of men recorded in the Bible arearearenono iso-iso

ons they are the living types of its truths
Canan it thouthen be shown from the Bible that there
wereyore backsliders who were not apostates If
thishis inquiry can be affirmatively answered the
question of difference is at once settled Hyme-Hyme
neusseus and Alexander were backsliders this nono-

one

no-

one

no-

meoneme disputes They were not however aposapos-

tatesates In their backslidden state they were fast
verging to that awful issue To prevent their
reaching that hopeless state the Apostle employs

thathat extraordinary Apostolic authority which he

assures us was given of the Lord JesusJ for life

andnd not for death tareII havellave delivereddel ered them to

Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme 1I
Timim ii.i 20 This delivery to Satan we learn
fromcorn 1 Cor v.v 5 was the visitation of temporal
deatheath by the approach of which the backslidden
soul was aroused on the brink of eternity and
induced to turn to the Cross so that the spirit
might be savedcaved in the day of the Lord Jesus

This alarming tendency to apostasy isis most I

probably that sin which is characterized by the
Apostlepostle John as thethe sin unto death 1 John v.v
166 ITthat17that sin which is visited with affliction

andnd subsequent death in order to reclaim the
fallenalien spirit Though the power of formal and
public delivery of the person to Satan as anan-

entagentent to effect this end may not now vest in the
constituted ministry yet no doubt God even II

nowiw employs in his providence this last sodmethod
by which to reclaim backslidden souls

3 The distinction in these two statesstales is further
hownkownown by the glimmering of hope which may attend 1

Itilethetile one and thetile darkness of despair which enen-en-

shroudsshrouds the otherotha The Scriptures abound with

affectionate exhortations to the common backback-

slider They promise to him returning the light

of the Divine favor and re-communionre with God
Rev ii 5 God is represented as a father loth
to give up his erring children He employs his

fatherly corrections to bring them back to himhim-

self Rev iiiii 19 How seldom do we think of
the fact thattl at these remarkable words are adad-ad-

dressed

ad-

dressed

ad-

dressed
i

dressed to backsliders Behold I stand at thethe-

door

the-

door
II

door and knock if any man hear my voice and
will open the door I will come in to him and
sup with him and he with me All alienation
of thet e spirit from God is in some degree backback-back-

sliding
back-

sliding
back-

slidingsliding but as long as the soul denies not the
name of Jesuss but looks to him for salvation it
has hopeJetapportioned to the degree of its sinsin-sin-

cerity
sin-

cerity
sin-

cerity and faithfulness But when that blessed
name is whenblasphemedwhenwhen obstinate and wilful
rejection ofeftc JesusJ in his great sacrificial characcharac-charac-

terter ensuesthenensuesthen the Son of God is trampledd
down under foot thet e blood of the covenant by
which the soul had been justified and sanctified

is pronounced the blood of a malefactor the
Holy Spirit is derided that sin having no forfor-for-

giveness
for-

giveness

for-

giveness is committed and there no
longer a sacrifice for sins but over the horizon
of such a soul thero broods the horrors of an
everlasting night

Now my dear friend I am through my demdem-

It is clear to my mind that your
case is not hopeless You still believe in JesusJesus'
as the Savior of a sinful world You desire to
honor his name and mission You desire salvasalva-salva-

tion
salva-

tion
salva-

tiontion through his precious death This desire is

heaven It is the gift of the Holy Spirit
Let it be evidence lofof GodsGod's concern for you in

your lapsed condition Delay not to come back
to your Heavenly Father He will receive and
welcome you with a fathersfather's warm love But 0
remember it is dangerous to remain where you

are I The backsliderb may become an apostate
This is the constant tendency of his nature and
circumstances Sin asaa well as holiness is propro-

We see the beginning but the end is

hid in darkness I assure you of my poor symsym-sym-

pathy
sym-

pathypathy and prayers but you have a higher symsym-sym-

pathypathythepatisy-thethe sympathy of Jesus your High Priest
at the right handband of God Go to him in the
fatness of his precious merit Consecrate youryour-your-

self

your-

self

your-

selfself anew in soul and body to his service in his

Church and allnIl will yet be well in time and in

eternity Farewell C.C W.W PRITCHETT

Fayette Mo Aug 1858

I For the St Louis ChristianristianC Advocate

TheresThere's Power in a Thought
Yes theresthere's power in a thought See it icinin-

the

ii

the developments of mind around youyouyou-inin theth
houses shops ships steamships steamboats railrail-rail-

roads
rail-

roadsroads telegraphstel graphs There they areare-aand one
And the sciences 1 Shall we talk of the sci-

ences Shall we build the Copernican system
Shall we bind our hearts with the sweet influencesinfluence
of Pleiades and the bands of Orion Shall wew

read in the books thet e history of the everlasting

I
hills Shall wewe-

I
Put our tongues in the thundersthunder's mouthmouth

I

and talk with offfar continents as man talkstalk
with his friend The mind the power of mind

hath already done this all this
There is nothing newnew under the sun IsIi

there anythingany tIling whereof it may be said SeeSee

this is new
God made the lightning before Morse mademad

the telegraph God made the steam before FulFul-Ful-

ton
Ful-

ton
Ful-

tonton built the steamboat God enunciated the law

of gravitation before Newton discovered it byby-

the

by-

the
b

the fall of the apple There is no new thingthin
under the sun The thing that hath been it ish
that which shall be and that which is done isli
that which shall be done says Solomon MineMindMin-
diisi like the ocean Go back in imagination a
thousand years and take your stand upon the
ocean shore The foam-cappedfoam waves rollroil ancand
dash and break themselves at your feet and

you listen to the heavy melody of the sea-dirgesea
just as you would to Thus it is with mind

the restless surfsea-surf toto-to-

day

to-

day

to-

day
Mind is same surging
day that it was in the days of the Greeks in the
days of Virgil or in the days of Bacon Like
the ocean it rollsroUs on and on washing up now

and then from the depths below some bright
new gem

TheresThere's power in a thought 1 Did you see that
ragged urchin of a boy pass the wayfoot inin-

the

in-

the

in-

thethe street out there Poor penniless friendless

no father no mother Did you see the boy

No one thinks of the boy ButBat by and by the
boyhoy thinks of himself The thought gets into
his head that one day he will make a man ofol
himself and let this world ffeelel his tread upon it
And this world trembles when a thinker steps

I

I
upon it says Emerson

The boy goes to work He is not ashamed to
dig though he is to begbag He digs and thinks
and thinks and digs By and by his condition
begins to improve Hisills tattered ragged garbgarb-

isis exchanged for more decent clothing He now

begins to attract the attention of the observing
part of the community around him He studies
onplodson-plodsplods on Soon he avails himself of the
aid of those who have gone before him in the
world of thought and next walks forth
upon the earth a manmanman-aa man of powerpowertoto asas-

tonish
as-

tonishbonish the world with bishis discoveriesdisc veries like NewNew-New-

ton
NNew-

bon

ew-ewew-

tontonbon to surprise it with hisbis inventions like

Fultonulton to charm it with music like Handel to
arouserouse and overwhelm itit with eloquence like

I

Demosthenes The world feels the tread of the
raggedrag ed urchin boy

TheresThere's power in a thought Alexander
thoughthought when a boy he would one day concon-con-

quer
con-

querquer the world and Alexander died master
off the nations Napoleon thought when a youth
att school he would one day achieve something
greatreat for the glory and the good of France and
Napoleon made the nations feel the iron weight of

jI his armfirm Columbus wagthought there lay west of0

I

the waters anau undiscovered laudland and Columbus

has left his name on the pages of history as theth
discoverer of a new world The fullfall of an apple
gave Newton the thought of the great law which

rolls the world on nothing and binds theth
spheres together in systems of harmony And
theresthere's the great thought that first filled theth

I heart of the Augustin Friar with grand concepconcep-concep-

tionsI of the faith of JesusJ Yes itifwas while pourpour-pour-

ing

pour-

ing

pour-

inging over his old Latin BibleDible chained to its block
awaynw y in that secluded study of the monksmonk's that
his eyes fell on thesentiment Justus ex fidefid vivi-

vit Aye there was power in the truth there
was power in that thought TheThe just shalls live

by faith The sentiment fired his heart
filled his soul with zeal armed his energies with
more than human strength and set him in a0
course of action which filled Roman Catholicism

i

with fear shook the Papal throne to its great
center aroused the nations from their slumbers
and liberated them from Papal Kings
and rulers took counsel against him mobs

gathered to slay him armies mustered to crush
him fires were kindled to burn him the sword
gleamed for his blood Rome raged and the
Pope thundered but amid them all amid the

raging mobs and mustering armies amid the
blazing fires burning for his bones and the
sword gleaming for his blood amid the anathe-

masmasmac of Rome and the bullsbuUs of the Pope the
monk lifted his voice and cried aloud to them
all The just shall live by faith alone The
wordsword of the monk reverberated among the hills

of Germany swept through the mountain passes

of the Alps down to the land of the Swiss
Zwingle gave back the shout and men were
made free

II-

the
And theresthere's power in nature around us InIn-

the

In-

thethe beautiful language of another ItIt flashes inin-

the

in-

thethe lightning and thunders from the storm-cloudstorm
it rocks in thetho earthquake and rolls in the ocean

billows it weighs the world iniu balances and
builds the firmament in sapphire There is

power in nature around us
But there is greater power still ThereTher-e is a

thought greater than Newton or Fulton or
Handel or Alexander or Napoleon or ColumColum-Colum-

bus

Colum-

bus

Colum-

busbus or Virgil or Bacon or the Greeks ever
conceived of A thought so deep so vast so

high so great angels bow before its enunciation
in wonder devils fear and flee men weep then
rejoice There is power and wisdom and greatgreat-great-

nessness in these butbut-

HH Endless scenes of wonder rise
With this mysterious tree

I Crucified before our eyes

Where we our Maker see

Jesus Lord what hast thou done

Publish we the death divine
And stop and gaze and fall and own

I Was never love like thine
I It is the great thought of the gospel There

have been many great things but nothing like

the great objects revealed in the gospel There
have been many great actions but no action like

the action of the Son of God There have been

many great names but no name like the name of

Jesus There have been many great thoughts
I but no thought like the great thought of the
i gospel 0 theresthere's power in that thought
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For thet USStSt. LLouisiB ChristianChri an Advocate
I Prepare to Meet thy God

How astonishing the thought and yet howhou
true that we must meet God in judgment Anc-

as
AndAncAnd-

as
An-

dIas truerue as it is how many thereth re are in the worldwork
I act as though they did not believe it Reader
do you believe it Are you prepared to meet
God Or do you like many others stop andanc

ask such questions as the following And if you

ask them as we know many do by their acac-ac-

tions

ac-

tions

ac-

tions are you willing we should attempt to an-

swer
anan-an-

swer

an-

swer them and will you make use of them as anat
humble effort to lead you in the right If soso-

wewe shall proceed to ask them in order and
attempt to answer Hear as for eternity

1 Why should I prepare to meet God
Because you are sinful Need I produce thethc

proof of this Are you not painfully alive to theth
fact that you areare dead trespassesin-trespasses and in sin
You feel this you know it Andnd you know

GodGod is angry with the wicked every day
Yourcarnal mind is enmity to God therefore
you are not prepared to meet him You take
the name of God in vain God will not hold
him guiltless that takes his name in vain You
break GodsGod's holy day he declares you must

keep the Sabbath You love thetho world more
than you love God the Savior says you II must
not love the world butbat love God with all thy
soulsonI mind and strength You do not believe
in GodsGod's only Son to the saving of t e soul

your Savior says HeHe that believeth not is

already condemned You have never been
bornbora of the Spirit Christ says YeYe must be

bornbora again You see your sinssins separate be-

tween
bebe-be-

tweentween you aridand your God You must make a

preparation ofor hearthoart before you can meet him in

peace
2 OfOf allnIl this I aaiam convinced but how shallshall-

II prepare what must I do

The answer iis3 short and plain as short The

Lord says LetLotLet the wicked man forsake his

way andaad the unrighteous man his thoughts and

let him return unto the Lord Have you ever
thought of this seriously Your way is opposed
to GodsGod's way and if you are so unfortunate asas-

to

as-

to

as-

toto go down to hell you will find it was because
you would have your own way Forsake your

waywayway-itit leads to ruinrum Repent of your sins be

sorry for them turn awaywaya from them confess

them and let this humble your heart go to the
footoot of the cross andaud there give your heart to
Godlod belbeleveeve in the Lord Jesus Christ

YesYes I hear you ask butbut how can I
believe Why submit yourself to God let
yourroar will be lost in his God has pointed out
thehe way you must be saved come to him with
theheih determination to be saved just that way
GodsGod's way

1 It Here Lord I give myself awayaway
i Iyield I
I

I

This is faith submission to the will of God
2 Yes but when shall I prepare

I Why ask such a question Every moment is
precious Life is uncertain tomorrow may bebe-

II
too late Now is the accepted time and now
is the day of salvation To-dayTo if ye will hear
his voice harden not your heart From these
Scriptures we feel authorized to say now is the
time to prepare for judgment

I I But is it not said stand still and see the salsatsal-

vation
sal-

vation of God This was said to the children
of Israel by Moses before he knew how they
would be delivered from the destruction that
seemed to be coming upon them at the Red Sea
But God pointed out the way of deliverance with
the command that they go forward and not
stand still The children of Israel obeyed the
command of Jehovah moved forward and
were saved Not the first one of them would
have been saved had they stood still

If the plan of salvation had never been rere-re-

vealed
re-

vealed
re-rere-

vealed there would be some plausibility in
standing still but the plan has been revealed
your duty has been made known to youyon and it-

is
itit-

is

it-

isis your business to see as did the children of IsIs-Is-

rael

Is-

rael

Is-

raelrael at that time that you faithfully discharge it
God says Now1 is the time believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ and as he has said now youyou-

be

you-

be

you-

bebe up and doing DontDon't stand still any longerlonger-
you have stood too long already or rather have
been disobeying the commands of heaven too
long so awake from your lethargy and begin
the work to Stand still when God says
C Choose this day whom ye will serve StandStand-

still
Stand-

still
Stand-

stillstill when you cantcan't stand still You are either
sinking down to hell or rising up to heaven
And you know you are not on thehe road to heahea-hea-

ven

hea-

veyenvenve then you are in the road to death and
traveling with fearful velocity I

4 What shall I receive if I sacrifice the
world and its pleasures to do this work What
shall I gain

Much every way Peace with God which is
worth more than ten thousand such worlds as

thisth Adoption into the family of God AA. rere-

newal

re-rere-

newal

e-e
newal by the Holy Ghost to bear witness with
your spirit that you are an heirheir of God and

joint heir with Christ A hope of heaven the
home of the just Victory over death and everever-ever-

lasting

ever-

lasting

ever-

lastinglasting life Right to the tree of life and a
mansion house in heaven And the best of all

to live with Jesus and his holy angels and with

the washedblood-washed throng sing his praise forever
5 ButBut should I fail to prepare what will bebe-

the

be-

the

be-

thethe consequence
Would we could avoid the answer But God

has revealed your doom and you shall hear itt

1stlet1st Pain and anguish all your days Therehere
is no peace to the wicked saith my God

Darkness and dreadful gloom in the hour
of death TheThe lamp of the wicked shallshaH go

out No arm to lean upon in that dreadful

hour
Condemnation at GodsGod's righteous bar

the awful sentence H Depart ye cursed into evev-ev-

erlasting

ev-

erlasting fire
Everlasting punishment banishment

from before the presence of God and the glory
of his power

The second death with all its horrors
Wailing and gnashing of teeth in black

despairtormentsdespairtorments where thethe worm dieth not
and the fire is not quenched I

0 sinner Prepare to meet thy God
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The Knoxville Tenn Register of the
tellsteUs the following It is a little too good

to be lost andan withal is so much like the parpar-par-

ties
par-

ties
par-

tiesties concerned perfectly natural
The Governor alluded to is the present PostPost-Post-

master

Post-

master

Post-

mastermaster General
A GOVERNOR NONNTheONThe other night

as the ministers were returning from Conference
on the E.E T.T Ga Railroad an amusing occur-
rence

occuroccur-occur-
rence

occur-
rencerence took place between Governor Brown and
Parson Brownlow Just before the cars arrived
at Knoxville Gov Brown came up and taking
the Parson by the hand remarked

How do you do brother Brownlow I am
happy to see you

The courtesy was returned when the GovernGovern-Govern-
oror continuedII I will be moderate in allhope you your nono-no-

tions
no-

tions
no-

tions of propriety in regard to your fellowcitizenslivezens-livelive a good Christianchristianandand last though
not least become a good Democrat

The Parson with that eccentric look peculiar
to himself stretched himself up and remarked

Governor an old gentleman of your politics
many hundred years ago took our Savior upup-

on
1

on a mountain and preached just such asera-ser-serser-ser-
monmon

The outburst of laughterlaugh ter can be better imun-im-

agined
im-

agined than described

REFLECTIONS ON A BATTLEThOThe following

beautiful passages are from the diary of a chapchap-chap-

lain
chap-

lain
chap-

lainlain in the army of the Revolution They were
penned at midnight on the of March while
Washington and Howe were engaged at Boston

The1 The very earth shakes around me What
strange contrasts the acts of men and the aspects
of nature present There is not a cloud in the
sky and the stars gleam with a strange brilliancy
in the wintry atmosphere looking calmm. sereneB rene
and holy as at creationscreation's dawn How bright and
peaceful the moon moves over itsitaglittering pathpath-
way The firmament is placid above and on all
the snowcovered fields the moonlight is sweetlysweety
sleeping The isolated shadows that fall along
the white surface rest motionless It ianaturesnature's
Sabbath night ButBrit all along ourline pfbff fortiforti-forti-

fications
forti-

fications
forti-

fications and over the British works jt flamesIames
and thunders as ifbeingsif of the world
had just landed amid this peaceful scenery The
smoke of the guns rolls up in vast white clouds
which cast fantastic and ever-changingever shadows
onn the snows while shells are crossing and re-re
crossing in every directionvingweaving their fiery

worknet-work overaver the heavens ThetThe earthgroansgroans
under the terrificterri c explosionsexplosion tarsrs looklook-

down
look-

downdown justjast ass's sweetlysf etly and tim sleeps
just as peacefully ase.e if this loudcontestnt st were not
going on At intervals onon the night aira come

I the blast of bugles and the rapid rollrollofof drumsdrum

N


